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 Dear friends, 

 As a pastor I am very fortunate that my work in the congregation is very interesting and meaning-

ful and always offers me chances to grow in my own personal faith.  I also know that most of us find out 

the hard way that meaningful growth often comes with discomfort.  If growth was easy, every first-time 

parent would automatically be an expert because she had read the book, Everything You Need to Know 

to be a Perfect Parent in Three Easy Steps.  Trying to comfort a colicky baby at three in the morning is a 

different experience than reading the book.   What Moms and Dads learn, however, is that there are prac-

tices we can put into place that both help us reflect our love for our children and manage the difficult reali-

ties of 3 a.m.    

 There is a parallel here with our spiritual lives.  In the last few months, much of my personal faith 

growth has come around generosity.   The seed of this growth, however, was planted when I was a 20-

year-old Bible camp counselor who was introduced to the following passage from Paulôs letter to the Gala-

tians: 

22 By contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithful-

ness, 23 gentleness, and self-control. There is no law against such things. Galatians 5:22-23 

During staff training that summer a Bible teacher pointed out that this list is a set of attitudes, like individu-

al stars that become a constellation when seen together.   The word fruit is singular ï not distinct fruits like 

bananas and oranges that we can choose like a spiritual buffet.   

 Also, we are not called to pick only the low-lying fruit that will be easy to reach.  For some joy is 

easy.  Others, kindness.  Patience?  Self-control?  Not so easy.  Like I said, though, we know that mean-

ingful growth often comes through the discomfort of being challenged.  And the reward is great, nothing 

less than a set attitudes and practices that bring us in tune with the Spirit of God. 

I mentioned that generosity has been a growth area for me in the last months, and Iôve been pray-

ing about it.  It isnôt that I havenôt been generous with the resources God has given me.  My challenge has 

been that I had lost the attitude of being a cheerful giver.  When my wife and I sat down each month and 

planned for how much we would be giving to each organization we support, I was beginning to feel more 

resentful than generous.  Yikes.  Try replacing generosity with resentment in list and listen to how it 

sounds.   

The fruit of the Spirt is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, resentment, faithfulness, é 

Ouch!  My attitude was out of touch with my action.   The good news is that simply having the insight that I 

was off track helped me a lot.   

I invite you to pray about this list from Galatians.  Maybe snip it from this letter and post it on your 

refrigerator.  Where are you being stretched?  What on this list for you is easy?  Where can you grow?  

Nurturing our own spiritual lives allows us to see the meaning in even the more challenging times.  Now 

that my own children are nearly grown, Iôm glad that I can see the good that came from those 3 a.m. 

bonding times.  Growth is good.   

    Peace and best wishes, 

    Pastor Tom Opoien 
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CAR HOP 
Our Trinity high school youth are hosting a Car Hop on Sunday, May 6

th
 from 11 am - 1 

pm.  They will be serving hamburgers, hotdogs, and root beer floats in either your car 
or in the ñdinerò (Fellowship Hall).  A meal is $7.  Root beer floats are $2.  All funds 

raised will help fund their trip to Houston in June. 

 

NYG Flocking Flamingo Fundraiser ï For the 

entire month of May the high school youth will be having 

a Flamingo Flocking Fundraiser.  Order forms are availa-

ble in the bulletins and at the podium in the gathering 

space.  You can pay to have flamingos flock your 

friendôs yard.  They will then have to pay to have them 

removed or placed in another yard.  You can also buy 

flamingo insurance to cover you from being 

flocked.  More information?  Contact Maggie Saugstad 

@ 270-4423, Char Devries @ 941-1248 or Laura Stew-

art @ 310-7896. 

 

 
 

Trinityôs Youth will be selling flower baskets in time for Moth-
erôs Day. Orders are due May 3

rd
 and will be delivered to the 

church May 9
th
.  If you would like to order, there is an order 

form at the podium in the gathering space.  
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Thank you to everyone who took part in the Trinity Auction and 
Baked Potato Supper on April 7.  A special thanks to the members of 
the church council who coordinated the event and for the auc-
tioneers, Pete Atkins, Craig Atkins, and Alvin Steever.  Over $8,000 
was raised to go toward the LED lighting updates and the general 
fund.    


