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Christieôs Corner 

 
t  was a Wednesday, late afternoon and I had just finished preparing for the worship 
band rehearsal soon to begin; music files were set out; my guitar was tuned; com-
munion was prepared; the candle boxes were out. Dawson Johnson had been in earli-
er and left praise music playing over the system. The church was empty.  I paused in 
my busy day and stood in the middle of the sanctuary fully embracing the peace I felt. I 
looked around the room at the beautiful stained glass windows, ending with my focus 
on the large cross. 
 
I became overwhelmed with emotion suddenly as I thought about how God led me 
here, howôs Heôs blessed me with friendships and helped my faith grow. We proclaim 
that God is good all the time and at that moment, I surely felt it. 
 
At the womenôs Monday night Bible study, we read from Habakkuk. It was a time in Is-
raelôs history when the nation was divided ï Israel to the north and Judah to the south. 
Both nations had been overcome by the Assyrians and the people felt the fullness of 
oppression and slavery. Still the people rebelled against God. God said to the prophet 
Habakkuk that He would send an even more evil people to judge them. He would send 
the Babylonians. 
 
Habakkukôs response isnôt one of horror and anger even though he is perplexed by 
Godôs response. Instead he responds to God with a prayer of thanksgiving and praise. 
ñEven though fig trees have no blossoms and there are no grapes on the vines,  
even though the olive crop fails and the fields life empty and barren,  
even though the flocks die in the fields and the cattle barns are empty, 
yet I will praise you, Lord. I will be joyful in the God of my salvation!ò 
 
If we wrote our own prayer to God at this time in history, it may sound like this, 
ñEven though there is human trafficking and the Super Bowl is the largest human traf-
ficking event in the US, 
Even though 1 in 9 people are starving in the world, 
Even though 1 in 10 people in the world live on under $1.90 a day, 
Even though suicide is the second leading cause of death for children, adolescents, 
and young adults age 5-to-24-year-olds, 
yet I will praise you, Lord. I will be joyful in the God of my salvation!ò 
 

There is always reason to give thanks. 1 Thessalonians 5:18 

give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.ò  
Talk to God today and give him thanks. 
 
Peace,   Christie 

I 
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ñEmbodied ï God is Presentò  - Wednesdays in Lent begins February 14 
 
Our theme throughout Wednesday evening Lenten services is ñEmbodied ï God is 
Presentò and will look at Godôs presence in mind, body, heart, soul and all of me.  
 
Family Meal begins at 5:15. You do not have to cook at all on Wednesday nights! 
Come enjoy a warm meal served until 6:15. 
 
Meals will be provided by Confirmation and Sr. High Youth on Feb. 14th, Feb. 28th 
and March 14th.  Womenôs group B will do the meal on Feb. 21st, Womenôs group C 
on March 7th and Womenôs group D will do March 21st. 
 
Family Worship begins at 6:30. We will be using the beautiful and popular Holden 
Evening Prayer. Each evening will feature special music and a sermon on the theme 
ñEmbodied ï God is Presentò. 
 
Confirmation in Lent ï Confirmation in Lent takes on a different format. Confirmation 
students and a caring adult will meet for the meal and discuss questions pertaining to 
the eveningôs sermon. Then they will worship together at 6:30. 

 
What is Ash Wednesday? 
 
The season of Lent begins on Ash 
Wednesday, February 14, and con-
tinues for 40 days, excluding Sun-
days. The 40 days of Lent is based 
on Jesusô 40 days of fasting in the 
wilderness.  
 
Lent began as a time of preparation for those who would be baptized on Easter Eve. 
Through the years, it became a time for all Christians to examine our lives, strengthen 
our faith and make an emphasis on confession of our sins as we prepare for Easter. As 
a reminder of Jesusô sacrifice for us, many people ñsacrificeò by giving something up for 
Lent.  
 
Lent can be a time to take something on, also. Perhaps as a family, you take on a reg-
ular devotion time or take on the practice of praying for someone each day. Think 
about what you might do during this time of Lent. Email/message either Melody or 
Christie with your idea so we can share it on Facebook and our website. Others may 
be inspired by your sacrifice or your taking something on. Tell us your story. 
 
Ash Wednesday service will be at 6:30 pm on February 14. We will have the imposi-
tion of ashes symbolizing that our bodies will someday return to the dust of the earth. 
Bring your family to this service as we begin our walk through Lent together. 
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Sunday School Happenings! 
  

¶         We are continuing our lesson plan series of The Life of Jesus.  In Feb-
ruary, we begin with the lessons Jesus Calls Disciples and Jesus Performs 
His First Miracle. 

¶         February 4 ï the 3
rd

 and 4
th
 grade choir will sing during 10:30 worship. 

¶         February 4
th
 and 11

th 
ï the 1

st
 grade will have their Milestone lessons 

during the Sunday School hour in the Fellowship Hall. 

¶         February 11 ï the Pre-K and Kindergarten choir will sing dur-
ing 10:30 worship. 

¶         We will not have Sunday School February 18 due to Presidentôs Day 
weekend.  However, 1

st
 grade will have their Milestone celebration during the 

worship services. 

¶         On Sunday, February 25
th

  we will have our Service Project for this 
year to benefit the Childrenôs Inn.  We will be gathering supplies for ñNew 
Beginningsò baskets. These are laundry baskets filled with household sup-
plies that they share with families who are starting over.  We will also be mak-
ing some DIY puppet craft kits, Journal kits, and I Spy games for children to 
go with these baskets.  We are asking for each child to make a donation to 
this project. 
 

I will have the items needed posted on the blue donation tower in the Lutheran 
Lounge area.  Anyone in the congregation is invited to donate to this very worthy 
cause.  I would ask that you take a slip for the item(s)  you wish to donate and return 
the items to the Shepherd Room by February 18.  Then on the 25

th
 the Sunday 

School children and parents will put everything together! 
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Milestone Moment 
 

Prayer is talking with God. When the disciples asked Jesus how they 
were supposed to pray, Jesus taught them a certain prayer. We call that 
prayer the Lordôs Prayer. This milestone will teach 1st graders the prayer 
and why we pray it. 
 
Session #1 ï February 4 
Session #2 ï February 11 
Celebration Sunday ï February 18  
 
Thank you to our kindergartner kids and parents for a great Milestone in 
January. They made prayer placements and prayer blocks. 

 

 

Mark your calendars for February 24th! 
Youth & Family will be hosting a Chili Bingo Night.    
 
 Chili Feed (including hot dogs for kids) begins at 6pm with Bingo starting 
at 6:45pm to 7:45pm     (Anyone wishing to donate a pot of chili, please 
contact a Youth & Family board member)  50 cents a card, $1 Chili and 
hot dogs. 
  
Money raised from this event will help fund camp accounts of our youth.    
Everyone is welcome to join for food, fun and prizes!  
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New Webpage up and running! 
 

 You can now easily access information through the redesigned Trinity 
Lutheran Church webpage.  One of the helpful, new features is that the 
page now works on smart phones.  Whether you are sitting at your comput-
er or are on the go, you can easily access the church calendar, contact the 
staff, listen to recent sermons, link to the church Facebook page, and find 
out much more information about the congregation. 
 The same web address, www.teatrinity.org will take you to the site.  
 Thank you to Brett Somsen, Melody Rohrer, Christie Meier, Don 
McLeer, the rest of the redesign team, and the staff at 5J Design for their 
work on creating this helpful tool.     
 
 

 

New Member Orientation to be held Sunday, February 4 

 
 The Board of Outreach will be hosting a new member luncheon on Sunday, 
February 4 at 11:30 in the fellowship hall.   At this event, participants will share a 
meal, learn about the ministries of Trinity Lutheran Church, meet other newcomers 
to the community, and visit with longtime members of the congregation.  
 Those joining the congregation will be welcomed into membership on Sun-
day, February 11 at the Sunday morning worship services. 

http://www.teatrinity.org
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February Globe Offering 
 

Homeless Ministries 
 

The three homeless ministries Trinity will be supporting with the February Globe offer-

ing are Bishop Dudley Hospitality House:  Church on the Street:  St. Francis House.  

Each is a unique ministry.  The Bishop Dudley Hospitality House offers daytime and 

overnight emergency shelter for the homeless and vulnerable.  There is room for 80 

men, 20 women and 7 families.  Lunch is provided Monday ï Friday as well as a laun-

dry area, restrooms and showers.  Church on the Street is a church without walls 

whose mission is to minister to the homeless community.  They are out on the street 

sharing the Good News and meeting people at their point of need.  Services are held 

regularly as well as other outreach programs.  Trinity members generously give to the 

stockings for teenagers at Christmas time.  St. Francis House offers shelter, food, case 

management and support.  They differ from other shelters by requiring all guests to fol-

low strict guidelines including zero tolerance to drugs, gambling and alcohol.  Guest 

must take self-improvement classes and hold a full-time job as well as other require-

ments.   

 

Please give generously.       

Childrenôs Inn Service Project 

 

Do you like to sew?  Trinity is once again partnering with Living Hope Presbyterian 

Church to construct and deliver pillow case/tote bags to Childrenôs Inn of Sioux Falls.  

Guests of the facility often arrive with only the clothes on 

their backs.  If a child comes in their pajamas, they are given 

clothes and perhaps a toy or book.  When they are ready to 

leave they have no ñsuitcaseò to transfer their belongings.  

They are given a pillow case which doubles as a tote bag 

(by adding handles inside) to help with the task.  Kits for 

making pillow case/tote bags are available on the table near 

the Trinity church office.  Each kit contains a constructed pil-

low case (as an example) directions and 3 unmade pillow 

cases.  Feel free to take as many kits as you like.  Please 

return them to the table by the end of February.  If you have 

questions contact Margaret Larsen at 368-2978 or 

mjlarsen55@aol.com.    

mailto:mjlarsen55@aol.com
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Church Council Minutes ï January 9th, 2017 * unapproved minutes 

 
 

Members Present: Dave Poppens, Wayne Larsen, Eric Reisenweber, Anita Mohr, Whitney 
Edgington, Maggie Saugstad, Melissa Jelen, Al Graue, Deb Svanda, Rusty Willson, Derek 
Gors, Steve Oberle, & Clarissa Roeman.  
Members Absent: Kristy McKinney 
Staff Present: Pastor Tom Opoien & AIM Christie Meier 
Staff Absent: None 
Call to Order: The meeting was called to order by council president, Dave Poppens 
Secretaryôs Report  
Secretary, Whitney Edgington, presented the Secretaryôs report for the December meeting.  
A motion to approve the minutes was made by Eric Reisenweber. Anita Mohr seconded the 
motion. Motion approved. 
Treasurerôs Report 
Treasurer Wayne Larsen presented the financial report. Melissa Jelen made a motion to ap-
prove the Treasurerôs report and Maggie Saugstad seconded the motion. Motion approved. 
New Business:  
Updated Office Manager Job Description. 

There were minor changes to the office manager job description to accurately re-
flect duties completed by this role. Wayne Larsen made a motion to approve 
the updated job description. Melissa Jelen seconded the motion. Motion ap-
proved.  

Finalize 2018 Budget ï  
The finalized 2018 budget includes the proposed staffing changes explained at the 
semi-annual meeting. These staffing changes include a part-time pastor, a part
-time youth coordinator and an increase in the Sunday school coordinator po-
sition. The new positions were adjusted to account for four months of the 
budget next year.  

The LED lighting project was built into the general budget.  
The benevolence were increased to total 13.5% to work towards the councils goal 
of 15% by the end of 2019.  

The staff increase was 1% to align with the Synod guidelines. The health insur-
ance premium was less expensive this year and this decrease was reflected in 
the budget. 

Board requests approved with minimal adjustments. If any line items were over in 
2017 ï the line item was increased to at least meet the current expense.  

Deb Svanda made a motion to approve the finalized 2018 budget. Al Graue se-

Core Values 
Community, Faith, Family, Spirituality, Love 

Vision 
Trinity Lutheran Church is 
a welcoming community 
a faith-filled community 
a community that values spirituality 
a community of love and hospitality A FAMILY 

Mission 
Encourage. Inspire. Serve. 

 


